
The first three Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) are known as the Synoptic Gospels. 
This is because they are written similar in framework and include many of the same events 
from Jesus’ life and ministry. 

The Gospel of John differs from the Synoptic Gospels. Offering a more theological tone, 
John focuses on the meaning of Jesus’ words, works and identity.

There are some events and people described in the book of John that are not offered in 
the other Gospels:

• Water turned to wine at a wedding in Cana (John 2:1-12)

• Nicodemus’ conversation with Jesus in the dark of night (John 3:1-21)

• The woman at a Samaritan well whose life was changed (John 4:1-42)

• Conversations Jesus had with those He healed (John 5:1-17; 9:35-41)

• Extended back-and-forth dialog between Jesus and His adversaries (John 6:41-59; 7:14-36; 

8:12-59; 10:22-39)

• The raising of Lazarus (John 11:1-44)

• Jesus’ washing His disciples’ feet (John 13:1-20)

• The long and deep words He shared with them the night before His crucifixion (John 13-16)

• Jesus’ high priestly prayer for His current and future followers (John 17)

These accounts are meant to give us a unique insight into the relationships between Jesus 

and His followers and with those who opposed Him. 

UNIQUE TO JOHN



JOHN 4

PRAY
Ask the Lord to help eliminate distractions and to help you focus on His Word and what He has 
for you today. Ask Him to help you hunger and desire to read and engage in the bible.

READ
John 4

OBSERVE
What stands out to you initially in your reading?

INTERPRET
The person Jesus encountered at the well was a Samaritan woman and one of questionable 
morality. These are three reasons why it was risky for Jesus to speak with her. Read John 4:9 and 
2:27, what risks was Jesus taking by having a conversation with her? What risks may she been 
taking?

What do you think it means to worship God in “spirit and truth” (John 4:23)? What does the 
Samaritan woman do after her conversation with Jesus. Is this an act of worship? Why or why 
not?

According to John 4:39-42, how did the people of the village come to understand who Jesus 
was?

APPLY
What does John 4 tell us about the ways Jesus reveals Himself to people?

Have you ever shared your testimony with someone? If you haven’t take some time to write out 
your testimony. How you came to receive Christ as your Savior. Then, find someone in your life 
to share this with. 

If you have shared your testimony before, consider how your story may help someone else come 
to know Jesus. 

WEEK ONE: JOHN 4-6



WEEK ONE: JOHN 4-6

JOHN 5

PRAY
Ask the Lord to help eliminate distractions and to help you focus on His Word and what He has 
for you today. Ask Him to help you hunger and desire to read and engage in the bible.

READ
John 5

OBSERVE
What stands out to you initially in your reading?

INTERPRET
Read John 5:6. Why do you think Jesus asked the blind man if he wanted to be healed? Do you 
think the man did not want to be healed? If not, what ways might he represent those who want 
to change but are afraid to?

Read John 5:9-18. In this pasage, the Jewish leaders were offended by Jesus for two reasons: He 
healed a man on the Sabbath and He claimed to be equal to God. Why do you think the Jewish 
leaders were angered by this?

Read Jesus’ response to the Jewish leaders in verse 19. How does His response reflect his
decision to heal the blind man on the Sabbath?

Read verses 31-47. Who is Jesus referring to in verse 32? 

What do verses 39-40 say about where the Jewish leaders are placing their faith?

APPLY
What does Jesus’ response to the Jewish leaders in verse 19 say about the character of Jesus?
Do you think His response is unique to Jesus or a model for us to follow? Why or why not?

Reflect upon verses 31-47. Evaluate your spiritual walk. Are you placing your faith in religious 
practices, being nit picky about the details or the do’s and don’ts? Or are you taking Jesus at His 
word of who He is?

Take some time to pray. Ask God to help you break down any legalism in your life. Ask Him to 
help you see Jesus for who He really is.



WEEK ONE: JOHN 4-6

JOHN 6

PRAY
Ask the Lord to help eliminate distractions and to help you focus on His Word and what He has 
for you today. Ask Him to help you hunger and desire to read and engage in the bible.

READ
John 6

OBSERVE
What stands out to you initially in your reading?

INTERPRET
How does Jesus involve His people in the feeding of the 5,000? (John 6:8-9)? Did the needs of 
the people catch Jesus off guard?

Chapter 6 marks a turning point in Jesus’ ministry. Many became disillusioned with His teaching 
and many of His disciples leave Him. Why did many of Jesus‘s hearers find His words in John 
6:41-59 offensive? How did most of them respond?

According to verse 64, was Jesus suprised by some of the disciple’s decision to leave Him?

Jesus clearly knew that Judas would be the one to betray Him (vv. 70-71). Why do you think 
Jesus still invited Judas to be one of the twelve?

APPLY
What does the story of the feeding of the 5,000 tell us about the way God provides? Is He
sparing with His provision?

What evidence of God’s provision do you see in your own life? Write it down and tell a friend 
how God has provided for you.

Jesus has described Himself as the bread of life and as living water. In what ways are you
experiencing His satisfaction? In what areas of your life do you long to be satisfied with Jesus? 
What is one step you can take today toward experiencing Jesus as the bread of life and living 
water?


