
The contrast between light and darkness appears as a major theme all throughout the 
book of John.

“I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain
in darkness.” - John 12:26

1:4-9
Jesus came as light, and the darkness cannot overcome Him. John came as a witness to the 
light.

3:19-21
Those who love evil love darkness. Those who do what is true come into the light.

5:35
John the Baptist was a shining light for many, but Jesus is a brighter and greater light.

8:12
Jesus is the light of the world. As His followers, that light lives in us.

9:4-5
Jesus urges working during the day, before the night comes.

11:9-10
Those who walk in the day do not stumble; those who walk in darknes do.

12:35-36
Believe in the light to become children of light.

12:46
Whoever believes in Jesus does not remain in darkness.

Take note of conversations Jesus has with individuals in the daytime:
The woman at the well (chapter 4)
Pilate’s questions to Jewish leaders (19:14-16)
And those that take place at night:
Nicodemus (chapter 3)
Jesus walking on water (chapter 6)
Judas Iscariot (13:26-30)
Jesus’ arrest and Peter’s denials (chapter 18)

THE THEME OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS



WEEK THREE: 7-9 

JOHN 7

PRAY
Ask the Lord to help eliminate distractions and to help you focus on His Word and what He has 
for you today. Ask Him to help you hunger and desire to read and engage in the bible.

READ
John 7

OBSERVE
What stands out to you initially in your reading?

INTERPRET
Look back at John 6:15 then read 7:1-8. 
Jesus was resisting being the spotlight at this point in His ministry. What reason does He give 
for avoiding the crowds and what do you think He meant by this?

Read John 7:17. What is the key to discerning truth? How do you think this applies to us today?

Read John 7:25-44. In this passage, we see division happening between the people about who 
Jesus is, down to the town He came from. What was the sneaking suspicion about religious 
authorities that many people began to express in verse 26?

One of the ceremonies at the festival involved pouring water out in commermoration of how 
God provided for the Israelites in the wilderness. The last day included a celebration of God’s 
promises and a blessing on the one who comes in the name of the Lord (Psalm 118:26-27). In 
light of this context, how are Jesus’ words in 7:37-38 particularly relevant?

APPLY
Have you found yourself in a position of trying to discern what is truth? Look at verse 17. 
According to this verse, what is the key to discerning truth? How does this apply to you today?

Where did Jesus say these “rivers of living water” come from? (7:37-39) What do you think that 
looks like in your life today?

Read verse 43. Have you ever found yourself and another believer being divided over Jesus? 
What was the reason? How did you work through it? If you haven’t, consider why you believe 
what you do about Jesus. Are your beliefs coming from a place of division or of unity?



WEEK THREE: 7-9 

JOHN 8

PRAY
Ask the Lord to help eliminate distractions and to help you focus on His Word and what He has 
for you today. Ask Him to help you hunger and desire to read and engage in the bible.

READ
John 8

OBSERVE
What stands out to you initially in your reading?

INTERPRET
Read 8:12 and 8:31. Jesus made two promises in this chapter that we as believers tend to run to 
frequently — that those who believe in Him as the light and truth will not walk in darkness and 
will be set free. How does Jesus bring us into the light and set us free? What kind of freedom is 
He talking about?

Chapter 8 contains a lot of back and forth discussion between Jesus and the Jewish leaders. 
Both claim God to be their Father (8:18-19, 41). What evidence does Jesus use to settle this issue 
(hint, read vv.42-47). According to this, how can we know God as our Father?

In verse 58, Jesus makes a pretty bold statement. What is that statement? What does “I AM” 
mean? Where have you seen this phrase used in the previous chapters?

Why did this claim in verse 58 cause the Jewish leaders to want to stone Jesus?

APPLY
Given all that we read today. Evaluate your relationship with God as your Heavenly Father.

How would you compare and contrast your view of God as Father to your view of your earthly 
father? Are they same or different? Why or why not? 



WEEK THREE: 7-9 

JOHN 9

PRAY
Ask the Lord to help eliminate distractions and to help you focus on His Word and what He has 
for you today. Ask Him to help you hunger and desire to read and engage in the bible.

READ
John 9

OBSERVE
What stands out to you initially in your reading?

INTERPRET
In this culture, it was common to believe that those with physical disabilities had them because 
of their sin or the sin of their parents. What does Jesus say about this belief in verse 3? How 
does this contrast with John 5:14? How do both instances display God’s glory?

Read John 3:17-19 and John 9:35-41. Compare and contrast the two passages. How would you 
put John 9:39 in your own 

APPLY
In this chapter, we see the progression of faith in the blind man. He goes from referring to Jesus 
as a man (v. 11), to a prophet (v. 17), and finally to Lord (v. 38). 
Evaluate your progression of faith. Ask yourself the questions: How has God opened my eyes? 
How was my faith grown? Where do I want to be in my faith in the next six months? The next 
year?

What does this chapter teach us about our attempts to predict or define how God works? In 
what ways does God tend to defy our categories or expectations today?


