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ISAIAH
By the time Isaiah started prophesying, the people of Judah were worshipping God 

on the surface, but inwardly they had abandoned their faith.
Through Isaiah, God prophesied a series of judgments to turn the heart of his people 

back to himself, as well as predictions about the future savior of Israel.
Of all of the Old Testament books, Isaiah gives the clearest picture of the future 

Messiah’s birth.
 

JEREMIAH & LAMENTATIONS
Jeremiah’s prophecies included the prediction of the Babylonian captivity, during 
which the Jews would be carried to Babylon as exiles because of their rebellion 

against God (Jeremiah 25). In spite of this, God promised to return them to the land 
and to give them a good future. That future included a time when God would make a 

new covenant with the nation in which his laws would be written on their hearts. 
(Hebrews 8:10-12)

Jeremiah likely wrote Lamentations. In this book, the author wept over the city of 
Jerusalem. He lamented over Judah’s sin that resulted in the destruction of its land. 
In the midst of his sorrow, he still expressed hope in a faithful God whose mercies 

are new every morning (Lam. 3:23)

EZEKIEL
Ezekiel prophesied during Judah’s exile in Babylon. Many of his prophesies 

concerned judgment for the sins that God’s people had committed as well as 
judgement against the nation’s’ enemies. The latter half of Ezekiel includes 

prophesies of Judah’s restoration and the return of God’s glory among his people.

DANIEL
Daniel also lived in Babylon during the Jew’s exile. Daniel can be divided into two 
sections. The first section is narrative, recounting the encounters of Daniel and his 

three friends with the powerful kings of Babylon, Media, and Persia (Daniel 1–6). The 
second half of the book contains visions of the future, as it relates to Israel and the 

world (Daniel 7–12). 

HOSEA
Hosea, a contemporary of Isaiah, lived around 755–715 BC.xii Hosea’s personal life 

was closely connected to his prophetic message. His marriage to an unfaithful wife 
represented Israel’s unfaithfulness to God. 

JOEL
Scholars have had much trouble identifying the time period in which the book was 

written. Joel prophesied judgment on Judah and predicted, in detail, the 
still-to-come day of the Lord. 

AMOS
A shepherd from Tekoa in the southern kingdom, Amos prophesied against a 

prideful Israel (northern kingdom). The nation looked out for its own interests and 
refused to take care of the poor and oppressed. Because of their failure to uphold 

God’s justice, he pronounced judgment on them. 
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OBADIAH
Obadiah is one of the few books primarily concerned with judgment on other 
nations outside of Israel. In the shortest book of the Old Testament, Obadiah 

prophesied punishment on the kingdom of Edom because of the way it treated the 
Israelites. 

JONAH
A reluctant Jonah delivered a message of judgment to the people of Nineveh. As 

Jonah suspected, the people repented and God spared the city, angering Jonah. He 
wanted to see God’s wrath on his nation’s enemies. At the end of the book, God 

reminded Jonah that he could have mercy on whomever he chose. 

MICAH
A contemporary of Isaiah and Hosea, Micah prophesied under the kings Jotham, 

Ahaz, and Hezekiah. Micah’s prophecies also predicted the place of Jesus’s birth in 
Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) and the details of Jesus’s kingdom after his return

(Micah 4:2). 

NAHUM 
Nahum prophesied during the reign of the Manasseh, a wicked king of Judah, likely 

between 663 and 654 BC. His message was directed against Nineveh, the nation that 
God sent Jonah to years earlier. Because the nation had returned to its sin, Nahum 

predicted God’s inevitable judgment on them. 

HABAKKUK
Habakkuk prophesied around the beginning of king Jehoiakim’s reign (609–598 BC). 
The book records a conversation between the prophet and God. The prophet saw all 
of the evil occurring in Judah and wondered why God seemed to allow the unjust to 

remain unpunished. However, God answered and declared that punishment was 
coming in his time. Soon after, Babylon ransacked the nation of Judah.

ZEPHANIAH
Zephaniah, great-great grandson of Hezekiah, prophesied during the rule of Josiah 

from 640 to 609 BC. Like Joel, Zephaniah predicted, in detail, the coming day of the 
Lord that would eventually bring restoration of God’s glory to his people. 

HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH
Haggai and Zechariah were contemporaries and their messages concerned the 

rebuilding of the temple under the guidance of Zerubbabel, a government
official of royal lineage.

As the people rebuilt the temple, God promised current and future blessings. 

MALACHI
By the time of Malachi’s prophecies, the temple had been rebuilt but Judah’s 

spiritual appetite was lacking. Through Malachi, God called his people to return to 
faithfully serving him. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

In what ways did last week’s lesson help you understand the
historical and wisdom books of the Old Testament?

What impression of God do you have in the Old Testament?

In what ways does knowing the basic message of the
prophets help you approach these books?

PRAY
Spend a moment in prayer before reading and discussing the following scriptures.

Ask God to open your heart and your mind to Him and allow Him
to speak to you today.
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STUDY

READ: MICAH 6:1-8

Observe
What do you notice in these verses? (Who, What, When, Where)

Interpret
In verses 3-5, we see a call to rememberance.

Why do you think God wants Israel to remember what he’s done for them?

Why would he pair together a call to repent with a call to remember?

Re-read verses 6-8.
What’s difference between what the Israelites thought would make God happy (6-7)

and what God actually wants (v 8)?

Why would God call the Israelites to justice, mercy, and humility in this passage?

Apply
Think back over the past few years in your walk with God.

What has he done for you that you can easily forget?
What characterizes your relationship with God more: duty or devotion?

Why do you think that is?
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READ: ISAIAH 25:7-8

Observe
What do you notice in these verses? (Who, What, When, Where)

Interpret:
This is where our “digging” will come in, which we talked about in week three.

Spend some time reading the following passages and then discuss the questions below.

READ: HOSEA 13:14, 1 CORINTHIANS 15:50-58, REVELATION 20:14

Interpret:
What do all of these passages (including Isaiah 25:7-8) have in common?

Why do we see the same verses from the Old Testament
repeated throughout the New Testament?

Doesn’t God have the right to state His case against the people once
and expect us to obey?

Given all we just read, does the message of the Old Testament prophets
still apply to us today?

Apply
How do these passages motivate you to love God? To love those in your life?

In what specific ways can you apply the promises expressed in
these passages to your life right now?



WEEK FOURHOW TO READ YOUR BIBLE
WEEK FOUR

THIS WEEK:

READ:
MICAH 6:6-8

REFLECT
Read these verses every day this week. Every time you read it, ask God what it could 
look like for you to pursue justice, mercy, and humility as you go through your day. 

CONNECTION CHALLENGE
Find someone in the group to swap stories of God’s faithfulness in your life with.

FOR NEXT WEEK:
Read one of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John) and practice our study 

method — Pray, Observe, Interpret, Apply.

Watch The Bible Project (as many as you can)

The Gospel
The Parables of Jesus

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts
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