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THE STORY OF SCRIPTURE
The basic story line of the Bible is:

CREATION
God created everything, and he had a plan.

THE FALL
Humans screwed it up. We wanted to go our own way, and selfishness spread to all 

humanity, which means every single person is born into sin. There is an enemy that spoke 
into that selfishness and speaks into our lives today.

FLOOD
There was judgment and a flood—a reset where Noah and the animals survived. Given 

the chance, humanity again completely screwed it up. But God redeemed the story with
a chosen people.

COVENANT PEOPLE THROUGH ISRAEL
He began a new story through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. A baby is born to Abraham in 

his old age and that baby would be the seed that would eventually lead to Jesus.

JESUS THE MESSIAH
Jesus, the Messiah, is born into the people of Israel. He put the sins of the earth on his 

shoulders and died for our sins so we could live forever with God.

THE CHURCH
Today, the church is the family of God. All those who have trusted in Jesus. That church is 

supposed to be about one thing: giving the great hope of Jesus away.

OUR HOPE
There is a future hope that is coming. We’re going to be with Jesus forever in the new 
heavens and new earth. We are the family of God. So, our purpose here is joining the 

story of God and giving it away.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

What’s your experience with the bible thus far? 

How familiar are you with the story of the bible?
What stood out to you from today’s description?

How confident do you feel in your ability to read, interpret, and apply the bible?
What, if anything, intimidates you about it? 

In what ways have you approached the bible as if it’s a book about you, not God?

What questions do you have about the Bible?
What do you hope to learn from this study?

STUDY METHOD:
PRAYER | OBSERVE | INTERPRET | APPLY

Which of these steps come most natural to you?
Which one seems the most difficult for you?

What tools have you used to help you interpret scripture?

Where do you see opportunity to grow in how you read your bible?

READ: HEBREWS 4:12
What do you observe about this verse? 

What does this verse say about how we can live our lives today?

READ: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
What do these verses tell us about Scripture? What is the Bible useful for?

Given all that we’ve read and learned about today, What would you say is the purpose of 
the bible? Why is it important for us today?

READ James 1:22-25
Why do you think the author compares doing what the word of God says to looking at 

oneself in the mirror?

Does this warning change the way you’ve thought about reading the bible before?
Why or Why not?
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THIS WEEK:

READ
PSALM 119, ROMANS 8:38-39, HEBREWS 12:28-29

REFLECT
How does knowing that nothing can derail God’s story motivate you to

love and study your bible more?

What is the difference between studying the bible for knowledge and reading God’s 
Word as a spiritual discipline?

Examine your relationship with the bible.
Have you used it or been using it as a “self-help” book?

Do you read the bible to get to know God’s character better? 

CONNECTION CHALLENGE
Find someone in the group to discuss the following questions with:

What was one thing you’ve learned this week about the bible?

What is one thing you can do today to help you either continue or start
reading your bible in the way we discussed?

FOR NEXT WEEK’S STUDY
Read the section of the study guide on the Pentateuch.

Watch the Bible Project: The Torah Series. (bibleproject.com)
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